
BREINTON’S NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN – THE NEXT STEPS 

 

Sometimes Neighbourhood Plans move very slowly but on other occasions the rate of 

change is very quick. After what seemed like a long pause during the final consultation 

period, the last month has been very busy. It began when Herefordshire Council approved 

Breinton’s Neighbourhood Development Plan going forward to independent examination. 

This is a very important milestone. Since then the local steering group has met twice to 

consider all the comments we received and the Parish Council met on 18th May to approve 

the next steps. We are grateful for support from Natural England, Historic England and 

Welsh Water as well as the vast majority of local residents who sent their views to 

Herefordshire Council. They received twenty five comments of which only two were 

objections. The Parish Council will be writing to everyone to say thank you. 

As well as the three local meetings, we have applied for another government grant to 

complete the Plan and have just been told that our application has been successful. Grants 

will cover most of the expenses incurred in producing the Plan which will not cost the local 

taxpayer very much at all. Herefordshire Council has also started the process to appoint an 

Inspector to examine the Plan. By the time you read this, the Examiner’s name may well be 

known and a detailed timetable may be clear. 

If this happens without any further delays the Examiner’s report could be ready by the end of 

July. When it arrives four weeks is then allowed to consider its content and to agree to hold a 

Referendum. Herefordshire Council’s elections team may take up to sixty days to arrange a 

Referendum which means that this could happen by the end of October. It will be just like the 

European Referendum later this month. Everyone in the parish over 18 has a vote. There 

will be polling cards, advanced publicity, a single simple question, and voting as usual in the 

Village Hall all day and into the evening. We assume that postal votes will be allowed and 

we will check that along with all the other details in the weeks ahead. Please make sure that 

you are on the Electoral Register so that you can vote when the time comes.  

In the meantime if you have any questions about what is going on, all of the Parish 

Councillors, volunteers from the Steering Group and the Parish Clerk are happy to help. The 

key contact details are on the back cover of this magazine. Our Neighbourhood Plan and 

supporting evidence can all be found on the Breinton Parish Council website: 

http://www.breintonparish.co.uk/neighbourhood-plan/neighbourhood-plan-finalised-and-

submitted-to-herefordshire-council/ 

 

Tony Geeson 

On behalf of Breinton Parish Council and the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 


