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Breinton Parish Council – Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 

Meeting notes – Wednesday 27 January 2016 – 131 Kings Acre Road 7.30pm 

 

Present 

Tony Geeson, Nicky Geeson, Lorraine Lewis & Anthony Powers. No members of the public 

 

Apologies 

Graeme Adkin, Elwyn Pensom, Jackie Morris & Liz Morawecka 

 

 

1. Notes of previous meetings – 12 January. Agreed as a good record of the  meeting and any 

matters arising could be covered by tonight’s agenda, 

  

2. Consultation events 

The first of the proposed meetings (pm. February 13
th
 in the village hall) would require displays 

and handouts. Potential examples based on the previous R16 consultations were discussed. 

These included 

 Handouts showing the revised policy wordings for each policy (changes would be in 

colour) but not the sheets themselves 

 Display sheets explaining what the policy did (largely unchanged), what had changed 

since the last consultation and why. The messages were positive 

 A colour leaflet summarising each policy and categorising them as major, moderate, 

minor or no changes 

 Details of how to make comments to Herefordshire Council when the consultation 

period eventually started. Comments would be encouraged as this was the best way to 

ensure that local people were involved in the NDP’s development. 

 Large scale maps of the parish 

 Copies of the submission plan 

NG would organise the displays so they were clearly signposted and full of attractive 

illustrations. TG would organise any printing. 

TG was willing to give a Powerpoint presentation (45mins?) going through the major, moderate, 

minor changes and explaining them. It was important to show what had been deleted as well as 

additions. It was surprising how many changes had been made and the NDP was overall an 

improvement. There were a surprising number of reasons for the changes in addition to the R16 

comments – Core strategy changes, mistakes corrected, passage of time, improvement etc.  

Attendance sheets would be used 

LL and JM would arrange refreshments. 

The draft poster for parish notice boards was agreed as were items for Teamtalk and the 

Hereford Times (County news). The pew-sheets for St Michaels would also be used. 

TG, NG and GA would update the website to publicise the events and delete old / duplicate 

material. This was not only desirable but also possibly necessary to create the space which was 

limited as we were currently near capacity. The current site was still a mess.   

 

The second event (am. on 5 March) would use the same materials but be a much simpler ‘drop 

in’ event with no presentation 

 

It was noted that all this was over and above what was required of the Parish Council as the 

consultation was Herefordshire’s responsibility. However it had been a while since the last 

public meeting and it was important to explain all the changes. This might be particularly 

important in the two B1 hamlets – Breinton Common and Lower Breinton – where special 

meetings might be held again as they had been previously. TG was willing to attend if available / 

helpful. AP would circulate information around Lower Breinton and TG would speak with 
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residents of the Common to judge if a repeat meeting was necessary. It was noted that the 

requirement for proportional development applied within these settlements as well as across the 

whole parish.  

 

3.  Capacity Study  

Final proposals had been circulated. GW’s comments on the capacity study were noted and 

changes had been made to reflect these. MW had proved a map of the HELAA sites to include. 

He had also confirmed that the lack of strategic policies on minerals or the precise route of the 

proposed Hereford Relief Road to the west / through Breinton (not expected for another 18 

months) could not be used by an Inspector to delay consideration of the NDP. They could only 

address the basic conditions. TG had emphasised both these factors as limits to development 

in the revised capacity study. The final draft showed a shortfall of 19 units against the indicative 

target for the entire HMA of 18% if this were to be applied to the parish. i.e. 74% was already 

delivered / deliverable and there were still 15 years of the NDP period to produce the rest.  

 

4. Grant changes  

TG would seek approval for further changes to our Locality grant as it currently funded us to 

Examination which would not now happen before March 31st. He would seek to redirect the 

money to the additional work required by our R16 re-submission – including Kirkwells trip to 

Hereford to meet Herefordshires’ planners – and make a new application post March 31
st
 for all 

the remaining expenses. 

 

GA and TG would work to complete the grant end form and return any unspent grant. This had 

to be done before a new application would be considered. (Subsequent to the meeting this had 

all been done)  

 

5. Timescales  

TG had circulated another possible timetable. Using a number of heroic assumptions this 

indicated that it was possible for the NDP to be approved at the BPC meeting in June and 

subsequently ‘made’ by Herefordshire in July. The Plan would acquire some weight from the 

completion of R16 although possibly not until any responses to comments received had been 

agreed and a version forwarded for examination. It could be included in the forthcoming appeal 

on the King’s Acre halt site.  

 

GW and MW would be contacted tomorrow for final timescales. The lack of clarity from 

Herefordshire was possibly partly deliberate and partly because to some extent we were all 

making it up as we went along. However there were now sufficient NDP’s ahead of us for us to 

learn from any ‘road blocks’ they encountered. The Western under Penyard report was now 

available. It contained some criticism of developers and was very sterile. Once GW /MW had 

responded to the suggested delivery date of 29
th
 January, TG would rework the timetable to 

include the referendum and the involvement of the elections office and circulate this to the 

Steering Group. 

(After the meeting various other delays meant that the NDP did not begin its second R16 

consultations period until Tuesday 8
th
 March i.e. after both local consultation events) 

   

6. Date(s) of future meetings 

Impossible to tell but certainly not before the two consultation events were over. TG would 

circulate proposals the 

 

Meeting closed at 8.50pm 


