
RESULTS OF THE CONSULTATION ON BREINTON’S NEIGHBOURHOOD 

DEVELOPMENT PLAN  

 

In last month’s Teamtalk I wrote about the six week consultation on our Plan which 

Herefordshire Council were running.  This ended on Tuesday 19th April. Herefordshire have 

sent us all the comments they received and the Parish Council’s Steering Group are now 

considering these – all those that support the Plan and also those that criticise it. Thank you 

to everyone who cared enough about the future development of Breinton to spend time on 

some comments to Herefordshire Council.  Both the Parish and Herefordshire Councils are 

now using the comments to decide if any more changes are desirable and, if so, what should 

be recommended to the Independent Examiner. 

We are also considering the choice of Examiner. The process works like this. Herefordshire 

Council complete a questionnaire that summarises the issues that our Plan addresses: it’s a 

rural area, on the edge of a historic city and has a hugely important environment along the 

River Wye etc. etc. This is circulated to a panel of qualified people. A shortlist of three 

names is created, people with expertise in the highlighted issues, and their details are sent 

to Herefordshire and Breinton. We decide between us which one to appoint and if they 

accept the job we will start to discuss the timing. 

 

The Examiner appointed gets a copy of the Plan that was consulted upon. They also get all 

the comments that have been made and any changes which the parish council is prepared 

to make in response. They will visit Breinton, review all the papers and decide if the Plan 

meets the basic conditions. Fundamentally these conditions are that our Plan must comply 

with national planning law and Herefordshire’s own Core Strategy. The Examiner does not 

decide if a particular policy is good or bad, just if it is lawful. They may however recommend 

changes if what is being proposed is unclear and therefore not helpful in guiding future 

planning decisions. They are unlikely to hold a public hearing although the Parish Council 

can ask for one. 

 

I will write more about this in next month’s Teamtalk including the most likely date for the 

parish referendum. In the meantime if you have any further questions, all of the Parish 

Councillors, volunteers from the Steering Group and the Parish Clerk are happy to help. Our 

contact details are on the back cover of this magazine.  

 

Tony Geeson 

On behalf of Breinton Parish Council and the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 


