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Last winter I visited Mrs. Vera Hull and John her son who kindly answered my questions and told me 

a great deal about the past on Breinton Common. 

The Bay Tree Cottage was built in 1875. It was in two parts, one part of which was thatched. 

Sometime between 1904 and 1929 the oldest part of the house was demolished.  

 

Vera and Eddie Hull moved into the Bay Tree Cottage in 1962. At this time the kitchen was a mere 

lean to and a hose was drawn through a window from a neighbour for water. Piped water was only 

introduced in 1973 and there was no indoor toilet either! A new kitchen was built and the house 

extended ; a beautiful kitchen garden being created and lovingly tended by Eddie and now by John. 

Vera told me there were something like between 82/83 rosebushes in the garden. In fact, the whole 

garden is glorious to behold! 

 



Once the house had been a bakery and Vera still has the brass shop bell on her hearth. She said that 

the Post Office and shop were located at Heathfield(up the hill) which at this time was occupied by 

Len and Ruby Beaumont. Mr Beaumont had been a ghillie on the river at Holme Lacy. 

 

Eddie move to this area in 1947 from Dorset and got a job at the Agricultural Institute  there and 

later was employed at  Bulmers for 26 years. When John was at school there were three buses a 

week into Hereford from the Common but sometimes he would be picked up by taxi at Goff’s 

Corner. 

 

The Bay Tree Cottage in 2016 



He told me that when he was growing up many of the houses had wells in the gardens including 

“The Gables” on the bridle path. Two spinsters lived there; Miss Bustin and Miss Gittoes and John 

would haul up water for them from the well in their garden! 

A Miss Sully lived at the top of the bridle path in a Nissen hut!  According to one old map there 
seems to have been a Quaker Meeting House where Weir View now stands! 

John Hull also told me about an old farm, bought and demolished by Mr. Morgan Jones, across the 
fields beyond the top of the bridle path where a vine grew on a barn wall. Eddie , John’s father took 
a cutting, planted it at The Bay Tree Cottage and it thrived such that he had enough grapes to 
regularly make wine! Apparently, Mayor of Hereford,. Jim Kenyon, in his talk “Memories of 
Breinton” ,spoke of some brick ruins in Upper Wood on the path over the hill from Cranstone to 
Breinton Common. Now it is a pheasant pen but in his day it was recognisably a house. Maybe it was 
the same house from which Eddie took his vine cutting!  


